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A little examination of the question of Indian
States in its historical perspective will, however, show
that these so-called * difficulties' are unreal.
The policy of the British Government towards the
Indian States has passed through three distinct phases.
From the original plan of non-intervention in all matters
beyond its own * ring fence ' it passed to that of 4 sub-
ordinate   isolation'   initiated by Lord  Hastings.   The
transfer of   Government to the Crown by the Statute
of   1858   marked a further  stage   in the evolution   of
that  policy.   The British   Power   emerged,   after   the
rising   of 1857,  as  the   one   unquestioned   paramount
.authority   in   the   country.    This,    coupled   with   the
.* restless activity' that dominated the administration of
the United   Kingdom, at the outset naturally inspired
some misgivings as to the intention of the Crown to-
wards the principalities placed in subordinate   alliance
with   it.   The   King of   Oudh   had   lost his kingdom
because he could not keep   abreast of British concep-
tions   of a ruler's   duties to his   people.   The   Indian
Princes might, it was recognized, well feel that closer
relations with the Crown would only mark the begin-
ning of the end of their rule.   To reassure them Lord
Canning took a decisive step.   He covered India with
his adoption sanads, assuring all important ruling Chiefs
of Her Majesty's desire to see their rule perpetuated.
The   object   of this   move,   as is pointed   out by Lee
Warner,  was  that  the Princes  of India,   'assured of
the royal interest in the welfare of their own Houses
might henceforth feel satisfied that any representations
made to them as to the contentment of their subjects
were inspired by a genuine desire for their own personl
welfare   which   was   no less an object   of concern to
the Queen.'  Lord Canning made it quite clear that a
removal   of any  dread of   annexation  by a guarantee
of adoption was not to be made an excuse for insub-
ordination or misrule. This proposed measure, - observed
Lord   Canning in an official  despatch, dated   30th of